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Roarin’ in the ‘20s

Of this we can be certain: the first reference to Reading Country Club 
appears in the Reading Eagle on June 19, 1922. The article reported 
that a charter was granted to the new country club on Philadelphia 
Pike, now known as Route 422, near Wamsher’s Mill, previously 
known as Bishop’s Mill. The article noted that Mr. Findlay had been 
hired to lay out the golf course. 

Construction proceeded rapidly. On October 22, the Eagle devoted 
two pages to a progress report that included numerous photos (see 
pages 4 and 5). 

The Findlay’s speak. Things get a bit muddled when trying to 
determine when the golf course opened for play.  An article from 
March 13, 1923, (see page 2) reported on the club’s first annual 
dinner, held at The Berkshire. Fred Findlay, Alex Findlay’s brother and 
the golf course construction manager, was quoted as saying he 
expected half of the 18-hole course would be open by early June. 
Later in the same article, Joseph F. Morris, club vice president, stated 
that 14 holes would be completed and ready for play by May 1. Paul N. 
Schaefer, club secretary, presented a resolution to have members pay 
a $100 initiation plus purchase $200 in stock. The resolution would be 
put to a vote at the club’s annual meeting on April 10. The 125 
members in attendance also heard a presentation from Alexander 
Findlay, the golf course architect.

Despite these expectations, no record of play in 1923 has been found 
in the Reading Eagle. My method is to search the Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday editions from May to October, the most likely 
editions that would include reports of local golfing activity. There are 
numerous articles on events involving Berkshire Country Club golfers, 
but nothing for RCC. That doesn’t mean no golf was played at RCC in 
1923. It does, however, seem odd that the golf course would not have 
opened 1923, given the progress made by October 1922. Indeed, an 
aerial photo dated 1923 (see page 3) shows a completed front 9 and 
the 10th hole. 

An article from May 24, 1924, (see page 2) states that Memorial Day 
would mark the opening of the Reading Country Club’s new nine-hole 
golf course. In this instance, new is a relative term; a facility in its 
second year of operation might still be deemed new. The article does 
not state that this would mark the first time the course was played by 
RCC members. Indeed, an article from September 15, 1925, (see page 
7) describes the RCC golf course as new. 

By 1925, matches involving RCC golfers were a regular feature in the 
Reading Eagle, as can be seen in the examples on pages 6 and 7.
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Ready for play. An aerial photo purported to be from 1923 shows ten holes that appear ready for 
play. The Bishop's House (inside the yellow circle), which still stands at the club entrance, served as 
the original club house. An wing was added for locker rooms. See page 4 for a description.

The overlay shows the routing for the 9-hole course, with the current holes noted. The current 
second green would be just to the left of the photo. The front nine as designed by Alexander Findlay 
played to a par 35 at 2985 yards. Today’s front 9 plays to a par 34. The difference is the 4th hole, 
which Findlay designed as a 265-yard par 4. Today it is a 200-yard par 3. 
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