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Golf Comes to Berks County
I came across an article from the Reading Eagle, April 9, 1939, that cites a paper 
about golf in Berks County written by G. Howard Bright, who is described as a 
Berks County golf enthusiast and historian. Mr. Bright was a founder of Berkshire 
Country Club in 1897 and was elected the club’s first president. The article 
stated that the paper was in the archives of the Berks Historical Society. 

On March 20, 2015, I sent a query to the Henry Janssen Library at the Historical 
Society, asking if they had Mr. Bright’s paper. They did. And now I have it. You 
can read the article on the following pages.

Although the paper is not dated, there are clues that help place it in time. 
In describing Reading Country Club, Mr. Bright reports that the “…club is now 
engaged in building a very large new club house…”. RCC opened the clubhouse 
in May 1931. 

The penultimate paragraph describes Manor Golf Club as having been 
completed “a few years ago.” Manor’s web site dates the course to 1928. 
A Reading Eagle article of May 17, 1925, describes a new golf course under 
construction near Fritztown that was expected to open later that year. The 
golf course wasn’t named, but the description fits the Manor to a tee. 

So let’s say Mr. Bright wrote the paper in 1930.

Findlay overlooked. Mr. Bright has handed down a first-person look at golf in 
the early days. For some reason, however, he overlooks Alexander Findlay’s 
contributions to Berks County golf. Mr. Findlay designed the Reading Country 
Club golf course in 1922 (Reading Eagle, October 22, 1922), he designed the first 
nine holes at Galen Hall Golf Club (Reading Eagle, October 3, 1913) – Or did he? 
See below – he consulted on the design of Berkshire Country Club (Reading 
Eagle, November 22, 1920), and he designed the now-defunct Riverside Golf 
Club (Reading Eagle, July 9, 1930), along the Schuylkill River near Leisz’s Bridge 
in Muhlenberg Township, which opened in July 1931. The golf course was built 
by William R. Luden, the candy magnate. Riverside closed in the mid-1940s, 
having been condemned by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for 
construction of a silt basin as part of the Schuylkill River clean-up project. 

Mr. Bright’s statement on page 11 that Galen Hall was opened in 1920 is in error. 
An article in the Reading Eagle, October 3, 1913, reports that guests at the 
Galen Hall resort were enjoying the 9-hole golf course that opened July 1 of that 
year. And there is this from the Galen Hall web site: “The fifteenth hole at Galen 
Hall was designed and built in 1917 by famed golf course architect A.W. 
Tillinghast when he added nine holes to the existing golf course.”

The real architect. But there’s more. In his column of April 24, 1942, Reading 
Eagle sports editor Bill Reedy wrote a tribute to Alex Findlay, who had died on 
April 17. His column includes this: “Contrary to general belief, Findlay is not the 
real architect for the Galen Hall course. He did some designing on the original 
nine holes, which then consisted of what are now the first eight holes and the 
18th hole. [Reedy does not name the ‘real architect.’] When the course was 
extended to 18, Findlay was consulted, but Donald Ross, of Pinehurst, did the 
real work for he had become quite famous as a golf course architect and still is.”

Looks like all three—Findlay, Tillinghast, Ross—touched Galen Hall.

Interestingly, Mr. Bright notes that the name Berkshire Country Club “…was the 
first time…Berkshire was applied to anything in this section of the country. 
Previous to this time, Berkshire only meant western Massachusetts.” (Page 6.) 
The name Berks County is from William Penn’s home in England, Berkshire. 
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Racin’ ‘Round Riverside 

Gene Venzke, on June 17, 
1941, shot a 91 at Riverside 
Golf Club. While the 20-over-
par score was decidedly 
unremarkable, his playing time 
was not. Venzke traversed the 
18 holes, covering about 3.5 
miles, in 42 minutes, 49 
seconds. His round included a 
par, a birdie 2 on the 3rd hole, 
11 bogies, four doubles and a 
quadruple bogey 8 on the 8th, 
which consumed about four 
minutes. He averaged about 2 
minutes 20 seconds per hole 
and about 12 minutes per mile.

Carl Bauer, club manager, and 
Chick Hart, Riverside’s pro, 
followed Venzke in a car and 
handed him his clubs.

Venzke playing speedy golf was 
no surprise. In his day, Venzke
was one of the world’s top 
runners. In 1936, he set indoor 
world records for the 1500-
meter and one-mile runs. He 
competed collegiately for the 
University of Pennsylvania.  

From 1946 to 1991, Venzke
owned a driving range in the 
area now occupied by Lowes, 
just up the road from Reading 
Country Club. He died in 1992.

Gene Venzke in 1936 as a member 
of the U.S. Olympic team. 
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The Beginning of Golf in Berks County
by G. Howard Bright, circa. 1930
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