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The current first hole was number 
18 prior to 1931 when the new 
clubhouse opened. 
.
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An Imposing New Home
With major clubhouse renovations about to begin, now is the time to 
look back at the grand structure that greets those who turn right off Rte. 
422 and proceed up the tree-lined, winding driveway to enjoy the 
amenities of Reading Country Club.

When RCC opened in 1923, members dined and changed their shoes in 
the stone building known as the Bishop’s house that still stands at the 
club entrance. This was always to be a temporary clubhouse. An article in 
the Reading Eagle on October 22, 1922, described the renovations to the 
historic stone building and the plans for the new structure.  

The new clubhouse opened in May 1931. Newspaper coverage included a 
preview article, photos of the new building, a story about the opening 
festivities with interior photos and an ad recognizing the contractors and 
suppliers. 

The founders’ ambitions. RCC’s founders had grand plans to make the 
club a premiere facility and to that end, they consulted with people who 
had expertise in building and managing country clubs. They hired 
Alexander H. Findlay, one of the most celebrated golf architects of his 
day, to design the course. The board of governors was also most 
appreciative of the counsel they received from the members of Berkshire 
Country Club “…for their courteous and helpful assistance in many ways. 
The new club has much to learn from its local senior and welcomes all 
assistance by suggestion or criticism.” 

By October 1922, nine holes had been built, with the greens and tees 
shaped and seeded. Work was progressing on the remaining nine holes.

A temporary five-hole golf course had been open for members in 1922. 
The track was described as “…not a good course but sufficient to afford 
golfing novices an opportunity to ‘get their eye on the ball.’”

Here are some of the board of governors’ plans and dreams from the 
October 22 article.

• Club management was thinking along the lines of daycare for the 
members’ children: “Along the upper stretches of the creek there is a 
splendid glen in which the club may construct a playground for the 
kiddies. Parents who desire to play golf will be able to take the 
children along to the club. The children can be taken care of at the 
playground.”

• Tennis, anyone? “To the west of the site of the proposed club house 
an area has been set aside for the construction of a number of tennis 
courts.” The courts were located in the area between the current first 
and the former 10th fairways in what is now the driving range.

• Go for a swim? “In the meadow near the creek the club plans, in the 
near future, to construct a regulation size swimming pool of concrete. 
The pool will be supplied with fresh water directly from the creek and 
will be constructed that the pool can be protected from flood water 
and all pollution.” The earliest reference to a pool at RCC was found in 
a Reading Eagle article from February 22, 1970, announcing that a 
new pool would be built in the caddy area of the club grounds. The 
pool opened in July 1971.  

Setting a New Course

The opening of the new 
clubhouse required a course 
re-routing as reported in the 
Reading Eagle on April 26, 
1931.

The current first hole had 
been played as the 18th, which 
makes sense because the 
temporary clubhouse was at 
the entrance on Rte. 422. 
Playing the current first hole 
as 18, the golfers would enjoy 
a short walk down to the 
clubhouse after the final putts 
were holed. The routing would 
have been reset in 1931 to the 
layout as it is played today and 
as Alex Findlay designed it 
(see The Golf Chronicles 
number 3). 

What’s curious about the 
Reading Eagle article is the 
statement that the 10th hole 
became the 9th and the 11th

became the 10th. If the 2nd

was played as the 1st—an 
undocumented but logical 
inference as the tee would 
have been adjacent to the 
temporary clubhouse—the 
current 9th hole would have 
been the 8th not the 10th and 
the current 10th would have 
been the 9th.

Let’s leave the confusion 
behind and be thankful that it 
all worked out.  
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A photo from the Reading Eagle shows the 
additions to the building that served as a 
clubhouse until 1931. The small photo shows 
the house as it appears to day.
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The pond next to the clubhouse was fed by a 
spring that ran under the building.

An excerpt from the Reading Eagle, October 22, 
1922, describes the temporary clubhouse.
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An excerpt from the Reading Eagle, 
October 22, 1922, describes the 
proposed clubhouse.

The site of the current clubhouse as seen 
in 1922.
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From the Reading Eagle, April 26, 1931
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From the Reading Eagle, April 26, 1931
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May 4, 1931
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Reading Country Club’s clubhouse 
will undergo a $1 million 
renovation project in 2015.
.
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An Imposing New Home
In July 2015, Exeter Township signed a 15-year lease agreement with 
JMH, Inc. to take over the dining operations of the township-owned 
Reading Country Club as of September 1, 2015. JMH will operate the 
restaurant as the ViVA Castle Pub and will manage the banquet and 
catering businesses. 

JMH will pay the township annual rent of $250,000, with a 12 percent 
increase every five years. The township will receive an additional 8 
percent of gross sales totals that exceed the base rent.

JMH will invest  more than $1 million in renovations highlighted by:

• A 1,600-square-foot four-seasons room added to the front 
of the clubhouse

• An open deck with golf course views and access from the 
second-floor ballroom

• An expanded bar space

The renovation is expected to be completed by mid-November 2015.

Renderings show the renovations to 
the exterior of the RCC clubhouse and 
the the first- and second-floor layouts.

First floor.

Second floor.


