
The Golf Chronicles
The story of golf at Reading Country Club and in Berks County

Time for a Dip: Everybody into the Pool!

As the season’s first snow storm looms, what better time to go out to the 
freezing garage and test the snow blower? Be right back.

The beast started. Let it snow.

This is also the perfect time to write about—what else—swimming.

When Reading Country Club was in the formative stages, the founders 
envisioned a fresh-water pool fed by the flowing waters of the Antietam Creek. 
The following from the Reading Eagle, October 22, 1922, page 11, describes the 
proposed swimmin’ hole:

“In the meadow near the creek the club plans, in the near future, to construct 
a regulation size swimming pool of concrete. The pool will be supplied with 
fresh water directly from the creek and will be so constructed that the pool 
can be protected from flood water and all pollution.”

A polluted Antietam Creek in 1922? Who knew.

From RCC’s 1923 membership brochure: “The land furnishes several excellent 
sites for a swimming pool, upon which, it is hoped, there will be one built in the 
near future.” 

The near future turned out to be 48 years distant. As reported in the Eagle, 
February 22, 1970, (left) RCC announced construction of a swimming pool. 

Club management must have figured that if members waited 47 years, another 
year would be no problem. The pool finally opened in 1971. RCC’s bankruptcy in 
the 1940s probably causes delays, as well. The photo below shows work in 
progress. We learn that the L-shaped pool cost $70,000. Constructed by Sylvan 
Pools, it opened in July, not on Memorial Day as anticipated (see page 2).

The pool was located to the west of the 11th tee and fairway, on the grounds 
now housing the medical building and nursing home, which was built in 1982 
and 1983. 

We also learn that the club was resurfacing the tennis courts and building a new 
pro shop. Fodder, perhaps, for subsequent issues of The Golf Chronicles.  
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Milan Sokolovich.

Reading Country Club 
names General Manager; 
Remodeling underway

Reading Eagle, February 16, 1971 – The photo is blurry, so a circle was 
added to show the location of the bulldozer. 
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Swimming at RCC: 
Two Ways to Go

The photos to the right show 
what happens when too much 
rain falls too quickly. Perhaps the 
flood inspired RCC members to 
build a pool two years later. 
Lookin’ good, Jimmy!

The photo below from July 11, 
1971, was taken on the pool’s 
opening day. The RCC pool also 
got a send-off when it closed 
that first season. The article on 
the lower right appeared 
September 5, 1971, in the 
Eagle’s Sunday “Especially for 
Women” section. 
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