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This Game Called Golf – 1939 Style

This is the seventh and final in a series of articles 
published in the Reading Eagle in 1939 that reported 
on the state of the game at Berks County’s seven golf 
courses. The Golf Chronicles number 29 featured the 
first article, which focused on Reading Country Club. 
Features on  Berkshire, Berkleigh, Galen Hall, Riverside 
and Manor followed 

This Game Called Golf – 1939 Style

This issue highlights Rich Maiden Golf Course. Rich 
Maiden opened as a nine-hole course in 1932, having 
been designed and built by Jake Merkel. He added a 
second nine in 1947. 

A few articles about Rich Maiden are on the next page, 
including a report of visit to Rich Maiden from “Our Gal 
Sal.” You are showing your age if you can identify this 
former Philadelphia TV personality. Extra points if you 
remember her horse’s name. 
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What's interesting about the golf course is that the 
quarry hole—the 3rd hole when the course was built, 
now the 12th hole—is not played today as it was 
designed. The positions of the tee and green were 
switched when the second nine was added and the 
course was re-routed in 1947. As reported in 1931, 
the original green for the par-3 hole was the largest in 
Berks County. 

This Game Called Golf – 1939 Style

There is also a strong Rich Maiden-Reading CC 
connection. Wes Ford, Rich Maiden’s first golf 
professional, was an assistant at RCC from 1925-’27 
under Jimmy Young and again from 1931-’33. Among 
the golfers he developed at Rich Maiden was Betty 
Fehl-Fegley, one of the most accomplished amateur 
golfers in Berks County history. 

This Game Called Golf – 1939 Style

This is the fourth in a series of articles published in the Reading 
Eagle in 1939 that reported on the state of the game at Berks 
County’s seven golf courses. The Golf Chronicles number 29 
featured the first article, which focused on Reading Country 
Club. Features on  Berkshire and Berkleigh country club 
followed 

This Game Called Golf – 1939 Style

This issue highlights Galen Hall Golf Club. We read that the 
original nine holes was laid out in 1911 by Alex Findlay, who 
designed RCC ,and revitalized several years later by Donald 
Ross of Pinehurst, N.C. Nine holes were added in 1925 based 
on Ross’ designs. 
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This Game Called Golf – 1939 Style

Byron Nelson played Galen Hall only once during his tenure at 
RCC, shooting 67. He commented that the course was not as 
short or as easy as he had been told. Upcoming issues of The 
Golf Chronicles will reprint the articles on the now-defunct 
Riverside Golf Club, Manor Golf Club and Rich Maiden Golf 
Club. 
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A Record-Breaking Feat
The subject of this article from July 1951 will come 
alive in 2017 with the publication of Golf's Iron 
Horse: The Astonishing, Record-Breaking Life of 
Ralph Kennedy. The book, by John Sabine, is 
scheduled for release on February 7, 2017, (Skyhorse 
Publishing). The publishers blub is as follows: 

So many works of golfing history focus on the 
greats: the best players, the most prestigious 
championships, the hardest courses, and the 
like. But most avid golfers are average players, 
relishing in the joy of the sport itself. In Golf’s 
Lou Gehrig, celebrated golf writer John Sabino 
chronicles the previously untold story of Ralph 
Kennedy, a golf amateur whose love of the 
game set him on par to play more courses 
than anyone before.

A founding member of Mamaroneck, New York’s 
prestigious Winged Foot Golf Club, Kennedy had 
long been an avid golfer when he met Charles 
Leonard Fletcher in 1919. When the Englishman 
told Kennedy that he had played more than 240 
courses in his lifetime, Kennedy took it as a 
challenge and became determined to play more.
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In a feat that caused the New York Sun to declare 
him “golf’s Lou Gehrig” in 1935, Kennedy 
succeeded in beating Fletcher’s record, and then 
some. He played golf on more than 3,165 
different courses in all forty-eight states, nine 
Canadian provinces, and fourteen different 
countries during his forty-three year love affair 
with the game. In addition to the 3,165 unique 
courses he played, the unrelenting Ralph also 
played golf a total of 8,500 times over his 
lifetime, the equivalent of teeing it up every day 
for twenty-three straight years. Lou Gehrig’s 
mere seventeen years in professional baseball 
pales in comparison.

According to Firsts, Facts and Failures in the World of 
Golf, by Ken Janke (John Wilen and Sons, 2007, page 
137) Kennedy teed it up at St. Andrews, his 3,000th

course, on  September 17, 1951, just two months 
after his visit to Rich Maiden. Before an audience of 
townsfolk, golfers and news reporters, Kennedy split 
the first fairway with a belt of 180 yards. 

Janke states that Kennedy played 3,035 different 
courses, each authenticated by a scorecard signed 
by the club professional. We’ll have to wait a year for 
Sabino’s book to find out how he arrived at a higher 
total. But once you pass 3,000 courses played, a 
difference of 130 or so doesn’t much matter. 

No Disputing the Facts
In the article from 1996, Mike McGovern states 
that Jake Merkel owned the property when he 
built the Rich Maiden golf course in the early 
1930s. Markel leased the property in the 1930s, 
as the March 12, 1935, article reports and as is 
stated in the 1939 Rich Maiden profile on the first 
page. The Merkel-Fabian family may have owned 
the land at the time McGovern wrote his article. 
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