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Celebrating the Great Bill Reedy

Who’s your Varipapa?

Much of the information in The Golf Chronicles is based on articles printed in the 
Reading Eagle. Thankfully the Eagle’s sports staff covered not only golf, but the 
wide world of sports. To coin a phrase. They were ga-ga over baseball (they 
scrutinized every move of the Reading Aces and the Keystones—everybody 
called them the Keys—of the International League) and football: professional, 
college (remember the Schuylkill Seminary College Parsons?) and high school. 
Does anybody recall the nick-name of West Reading High School’s teams? What 
were the Wilson teams before they became the Bulldogs?  

The Eagle’s sports reporters provided in-depth coverage of local golf, both 
amateur and professional. And make no mistake, professional golf thrived in 
Berks County with the Central Pennsylvania Open in the 1920s, ‘30s and early 
‘40s; the Reading Open, a PGA Tour event played in 1947 through 1951; the PGA 
Ryder Cup Challenge played at Reading Country Club in 1953; the LPGA Betsy 
King Classic played at Berkleigh Country Club from 1996 to 2004 (winners 
include Annika Sorenstam, Se Ri Pak and Lorena Ochoa), and numerous 
exhibitions that brought the world’s greatest golfers to Berks County fairways. 

And where there was golf, there was a Reading Eagle sports writer. Or two. The 
results and the color of golf in Berks County lives on because of their efforts. 

In this issue of The Golf Chronicles, we take a look at Reading’s greatest sports 
scribe, Bill Reedy.     

Andy who? Didja ever hear of Andy Varipapa? Bill Reedy did. And he wrote 
about him. Count yourself of a certain age—or consider yourself a sports trivia 
barn owl—if you can name Varipapa’s sport. Know for certain that Max Klinger 
mentioned him in an episode of M*A*S*H.

Bill Reedy wrote about Andy Varipapa in his column of August 11, 1957, 
appearing on page 23 of the Reading Eagle. He wrote about so much more. He 
covered the basics of American sport. Baseball. Football. Basketball. Golf. 
Boxing. He also commented on what the mavens of college athletics laughingly 
call “non-revenue” sports. Swimming. Track and field. Wrestling. Tennis. 
Volleyball. Soccer.

He wrote about auto racing when the only event that penetrated the national 
news was the Indy 500. Bill was partial to Berks County native Tommy
Hinnerschitz, who raced against the era’s biggest stars from Louie Meyer to A.J.
Foyt. This was long before Nascar was born and even longer before it escaped 
the South.

He wrote about trap shooting. Did you know that in 1954, Berks Countians Bob
and Frank Diefenderfer broke 390 out of 400 clays in the Grand American 
tournament to win the national father-son championship? That the South End 
Gun Club, located on Lorane Road in Exeter Township, is the oldest in the land? 

How about Aurelio “Ray” Fabiani. Ever hear of him? If you were a boy in the 
Philly area in the ‘60s, you quite likely watched Fabiani’s Mat Time on tv. Reedy 
described Fabiani as a ‘wrestling maestro” in his column of June 7, 1939. Fabiani 
promoted numerous rasslin’ shows at the Reading Armory. 

Bill Reedy knew all that stuff and he wrote about it.
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The Reedys of Reading 
were a Writin’ Family

Three Reedy brothers joined the 
ranks of the ink-stained 
wretches of the fourth estate. 

Bill Reedy was a sports 
journalist for 46 years, including 
40 as sports editor at the 
Reading Eagle. Except for his 
time in the service, it’s the only 
job he ever had.

Tom Reedy also wrote for the 
Eagle. His credits include a golf 
column, “From Tee to Green”, in 
the 1930s. In 1945, he joined 
the Associated Press as a 
foreign correspondent posted in 
Germany, Czechoslovakia and 
Sweden. He was later named 
chief of the AP’s Scandinavian 
bureau. Tom covered sporting 
events for the AP, including the 
British Open, golf’s World Cup 
and the Walker Cup team 
competition between U.S. and 
British amateur golfers. 

Ruth Reedy, Tom’s wife, also 
wrote the occasional article for 
the AP. 

Bob Reedy was assistant county 
editor for the Reading Times at 
the time of Bill’s death in 1958. 
Bob also wrote a column called 
“Barks from Berks”. It was about 
dogs, not trees.

By 1931, Reedy’s photo 
accompanied his by-
lined articles. This is 

from his May 2 article 
about the Reading Keys 

8-4 victory over the 
Toronto Leafs at 

Lauer’s Park.
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A teen editor. And who was Bill Reedy? He was a genius. He was the mainstay of 
the Reading Eagle sports pages from 1913 until his death in 1958, a span of 46 
years. His first newspaper job was as a copy boy for the Reading Telegram. He 
joined the Eagle in 1912 and was promoted to sports editor a year later at age 
17. He stayed on for more than 40 years. His only time away from the 
newspaper was in 1917-18 when he served in the army during World War 1 
when Second Lieutenant Reedy was posted to France.

His early work was done without recognition. In the 1910s, the Eagle’s sports 
reporting was limited to about 2/3rds of a page. The news was mostly wire 
service reports of baseball games, fights, horse racing and the like. Reedy the 
editor most likely did re-writes from the news wires. If nothing else, he learned 
how to pack as much interest and information as possible into limited space.

One of his earliest by-lined articles appeared on January 22, 1923, under the 
name William T. Reedy, although he was not identified as sports editor. The 
article focused on International League baseball. He also added a paragraph 
about and the Reading Independents, a basketball team made up of players 
formerly with the Reading Bears of the Eastern Basketball League, which had 
ceased operation the previous week. Among the reasons cited for the league’s 
demise was exorbitant player salaries. 

In 1924, his byline included the tag, Sports Editor of The Eagle.

His column, Sports of all Sorts, was in place by October 1931. His by-line 
identified him as Bill Reedy, sports editor. The column claimed the upper left 
corner of the first sports page. 

His columns are what sports columns should be. Witty. Succinct. The first article 
you want to read when the paper hits your doorstep. Or your in-box. However 
you receive news. His associates estimated that Reedy wrote hundreds of 
thousands of words. For many years, his sports column appeared seven days per 
week. He had no trouble pounding out 900 or so words, relying on his long 
memory and a large file of newspaper clippings and statistics. 

Reedy was as much a part of the Berks sports scene as bats, balls and gloves. He 
was as omnipresent as air. He cared about and reported the results—games are 
played, after all, to determine a winner—but he cared more about the people 
who played. He wrote about their lives. Their successes and failures. He hailed 
the winners and suffered with the losers. 

A Reading native, Reedy was a member of St. Margaret's Roman Catholic 
Church. He was also an honorary member of the Reading Jewish Community 
Center, which says something about the man.

Game ball. Of the many awards he received, his most prized was the game ball 
used in Reading High’s victory over Pottsville in the 1952 Thanksgiving Day 
game. Here’s the lead in the game story from the Eagle, November 28: 
“Capitalizing on enemy fumbles, Reading High’s gridiron warriors closed their 
1952 books yesterday with a 19-0 win over their traditional Turkey Day rival, 
Pottsville High, before 6,800 persons at Albright College stadium.” That is sports 
reporting at its best.  

Even after stepping down as sports editor in 1954 because of ill health, he 
continued to write columns and reported to his desk almost daily. Paul Lukas 
replaced Reedy as sports editor, a position he held for 27 years. Lukas died on 
May 10, 1993, at age 80. According to a story in the Eagle on May 12, 1993, 
Lukas learned he had been promoted to sports editor while recovering from 
hemorrhoid surgery. For some reason, that’s funny. 
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Learn from the Master
Here is Bill Reedy’s writing 
advice, related by Bob Riegner, 
Eagle sports writer, three days 
after Reedy’s death: “Always 
avoid repeating yourself. Keep 
your columns lively and as up to 
date as possible. If you must 
use things form the past, make 
certain you tie them up with 
something timely and that you 
can keep your reader 
interested. You must make 
things as easy to read as you 
can. Don’t clutter up your 
stories and make things 
confusing for the reader.” 

Reedy’s column, began August 15, 
1931, featured this artwork. That 
column included commentary on 
Gene Venzke, “the little Oley flyer”,  
and his failed attempt to make the 
U.S. Olympic team as a miler; Art 
Gable’s loss in the final match for 
the Riverside Golf Club 
championship, a rarity because 
Gable was a southpaw; a 75-yard 
foot race between Buck Newsome, 
a pitcher for the Albany Senators, 
and Vince Barton, the Reading 
Keys’ former slugger, staged as an 
attraction before a game in Albany 
(won by Newsom, described by 
Reedy as “an awkward, rangy lad 
of well over six feet”; and Reading’s 
Frances Bettinger, who was the 
sole Berks entry in the national 
trapshooting championship to be 
contested in Dayton, Ohio.
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Above the fold. Bill Reedy died at St. Joseph’s Hospital on September 22, 1958, 
at age 62. He had been at his desk just three days prior. His death was front page 
news, above the fold, sandwiched amongst articles about a budding conflict 
between the United States and China over the island of Formosa, school 
integration in Arkansas, and the rumored resignation of Sherman Adams, a top 
aide to President Eisenhower. 

And why shouldn’t his passing receive such treatment? His time at the Eagle 
spanned the era stretching from Babe Ruth to Hank Aaron. He had a lot to write 
about. 

Oh, and Andy Varipapa? Professional bowler with a specialty in trick shots. West 
Reading was the Cowboys before the merger with the Wyomissing Warriors in 
1969. Students at the new Wyomissing Area School District chose Spartans for 
their school nickname. Before 1960, fans cheered for the Wilson Presidents, 
who were sometimes referred to as the Prexies. You can look it up.
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All About Bill

Reedy’s encounter at an 
oldtimers’ banquet with the 
legendary slugger Frank “Home 
Run” Baker was described in a 
column written by Jerry Korbin 
on February 3, 1950: 

“On their way back to the Abe 
Lincoln, Reedy was startled 
when Baker suggested a drink 
before retiring. Reedy accepted, 
and speculated that Demon Rum 
had opened a chink in The 
Hero’s virtuous armor. ‘Good,’ 
said Baker, leading the dazed 
sports scribe into the drug store. 
‘I’m dying for an ice-cream 
soda.’” 

Reedy’s column that day 
previewed the upcoming PIAA 
basketball play-offs.

Here is more Reedy column art, this 
from April 15, 1932, an article 
about the Keys 1-0 victory over 
the Montreal Royals.
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Reedy’s column artwork 
change on August 28, 1936. 
This style would adorn Reedy’s 
columns until September 17, 
1958. That was his last entry 
and you can read it on the next 
page.

This column from 1936 also 
included comments on the 
upcoming Berks County open 
track and field championships 
at George Field; Berks County 
Amateur golf champion Bob 
Dinsmore’s failure to qualify 
for the U.S. amateur at Merion 
Cricket Club; Reading High’s 
new head football coach, 
Harold Rock; and several Berks 
competitors in the Lancaster 
County tennis championships. 
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On September 22, 1958, the 
Reading Eagle printed this tribute to 
Bill Reedy on the editorial page. 
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Bill Reedy’s final column 
appeared in the traditional 

top-left position on 
September 17, 1958, 

five days before he died.

Reedy’s absence was noted in this 
column from Paul Lukas, sports 
editor, on September 19, 1958.
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