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Long Live the King
A Salute to Arnie

A member of The Golf Chronicles editorial staff met Arnold Palmer
on December 3, 1980. The occasion was the Senior PGA
Championship played at Turnberry Isle Country Club in North
Miami. The staffer was at the time employed by Colonial Penn
Insurance Company, which sponsored that year’s championship.

The 1980 tournament was Arnie’s coming out party on what would
become the Senior, now the Champions, Tour. The win in 1980
propelled Arnie to four more Senior major wins: U.S Senior Open,
1981; Senior PGA, 1984; and Senior Players Championship, 1984
and 1985 (by 11 strokes). Arnie won 10 times on the Senior Tour.
He ranks 179 in Senior career winnings with $1.7 million, nearly
identical to his career PGA Tour winnings.
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Hold Nothing Back
Fans loved Arnie for his intensity, captured
perfectly in this photo.

Star Power

Everybody wanted to see the King. This is tennis great
Jimmy Connors, who lived at Turnberry. He broke away
from his training to meet Arnie.

Leaning In

There was nothing more exciting than Arnie
with the driver. The lash, the thwack, the lean,
the ball launched like a rocket, disappearing,
only to reappear miles down the fairway. Or
so it seemed.
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Teeing Off
Arnie’s final-round group included fellow Pennsylvanian

Art Wall, Jr. and Walker Inman, Jr. Inman is on the left
in the pink shirt.

Having a Blast
Arnie plays from the sand.

Putting Problems
Arnie rolls a putt on one of Turnberry’s tricky greens.
He won despite a 20-putt effort on the final nine holes.
This was on the heels of a 35-putt third round.
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The Hardware King

Arnie accepts the winner’s trophy from PGA officials and a
sponsor’s representative.

Enjoying the View

TV Power Arnie and Walker Inman, Jr., follow play during the final
Bob Toski interviewed Arnie after the playoff. The round. Inman’s closing 75 for a 291 total placed him tied
tournament was shown on television for the first time, fourth with Art Wall, Jr., Julius Boros, the host pro,
albeit by tape delay on the fledgling ESPN. Toski Charles Sifford, Bob Erickson, Fred Wampler, and
finished at nine-over 297, tied 26™ with Gardner Bob Goalby.

Dickinson and Mike Fetchik.
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An Unexpected Gift

Arnie never played RCC. But this golf ball emblazoned with the logo of his Bay
Hill Club in Orlando popped up a range basket, where the editor of The Golf
Chronicles rescued it on Sunday, October 2, 2016. As befits a king, the ball is a
Titleist 4, Pro V1x. The ball has nary a scuff, like it has never been hit, a jewel
nestled in the rubble of balls cut and cracked from years of abuse. That this ball
would turn up amongst a bucket of humble range balls epitomizes the life of a
modest man who grew up to become a king.

Maybe its presence is a message from Arnie. Maybe it's mere coincidence.
Decide for yourself.
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