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Quite Early One Morning
The new-look 10th hole

Not all history is old. Some is rather new.

Take the subject of this issue of The Golf Chronicles. Although the 
setting for this story was created decades ago, the event reported 
here happened just this morning. 

The tall tree to the right of and about 40 yards short of the 10th

green has fallen. Brian Ahrens, course superintendent, performed 
the deed at about 8:00 on this frigid morning. 

A little background is in order. The 10th hole was a par 4 when the 
course opened in the 1920s. Alexander Findlay designed the 
shortish 10th as a 260-yard dogleg right. The original tee can be 
seen just to the left of the parking lot, the flat area under a large 
oak. In the early 1980s, the present tee was built, creating a par 3 
10th hole. The former fairway is now the practice range.

The tree, an ash, was about 40 years old. As is the case with many 
of the trees around the golf course, it was planted by Mother 
Nature herself. 

As the tree grew over the years, it presented more of a challenge 
for the tee shot. As trees are wont to do, this one grew taller and 
wider to the point that the right one-third of the green was 
assessable only to a shot hit high enough to clear the very top of 
the ash. Many golfers do not have this shot.

Too, the tree was inhibiting growth of grass in adjacent areas. So 
down it came.

It did not perish in vain, however. The limbs will be chipped and  
used for mulch around the golf course. Some of the wood will be 
burned, the ash’s ashes then being used to replenish soil. Truly, 
this is the circle of life.

Brian Ahrens straddles the fallen ash. Below, the tree 

impeded shots to the right side of the 10th green. 

As the crew disassembles the fallen ash, a much different view of the 10th green emerges.  

https://www.facebook.com/ReadingCountryClubGolfCourse?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/ReadingCountryClubGolfCourse?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ReadingCCgolf
https://twitter.com/ReadingCCgolf
http://www.readingccgolf.com/
http://www.readingccgolf.com/

