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Messing with Mother Nature

Antietam Creek figures prominently in Reading Country Club’s 
design. Golfers must hit over the water on eight holes. The 
following commentary regarding Antietam Creek appeared in The 
Golf Chronicles #7, June 15, 2015:

Changing course. The creek was re-routed in the 1980s when 
Meme Filippini owned RCC. The Antietam was shifted to the 
south where it crosses the 5th and 7th fairways. The most 
feasible explanation for messing with Mother Nature is that 
golfers playing the 7th had difficulty hitting their tee ball over 
the old creek position; they were forced to hit a lay-up, 
leaving a shot of 200 yards to the green. The re-positioned 
creek provides more fairway and a shorter second shot. Alex 
Findlay probably would not approve, because he designed 
the 7thas a par 5. But then Findlay built the golf course in the 
era of hickory-shafted clubs and balls that did not carry 
nearly as far as today’s computer-designed wonders. 

Copyright 2018. Reading Country Club is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The photo below shows the Antietam's flow in 1932, with a blue 
line indicating today’s route. While the golf course is remarkably 
similar to the layout 86 years ago, there have been changes in 
addition to the relocated creek.

A. RCC riding stables. The country club did not operate the 
stables; the business was leased.

B. Horse riding ring.

C. Golf practice area.

D. Original 10th hole.

E. Tennis courts

Some other observable changes include the original 12th tee 
located between the 11th green and 18th tee; a sand trap about 
70 yards short of the 13th green; a trap, which is now a grass 
mound, in the 14th fairway; a trap in front of the 6th green; cross-
bunkers in front of the 4th green
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https://golfchrons.weebly.com/uploads/3/1/7/6/31769437/07_a_creek_runs_through_it.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ReadingCountryClubGolfCourse?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/ReadingCountryClubGolfCourse?fref=ts

