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All About Byron

• Byron Nelson shot a respectable 
73, one over par, in the first round of 
the 1937 National Open at Oakland 
Hills, Birmingham, Mich. But he blew 
himself out of the tournament with a 
second-round 78 that featured 44 
putts. He finished at 295, seven over 
par and 14 behind the champion, 
Ralph Guldahl.

• The Wysong Connection. In 1937, 
ByronDenny Shute and Henry Picard
embarked on a golf tour of South 
America that required an arduous 
flying schedule. The trip from Texas 
to Argentina took seven days. They 
flew in DC-3’s that were not 
pressurized. Byron recounts that 
Shute was terribly air sick, but that 
he was not. 

In later years, when he did golf on TV 
for ABC, he had the shakes when 
flying. He surmised his discomfort 
was a delayed reaction from the 
1937 experience. He found relief 
through hypnosis, administered Dr. 
Charles Wysong, in McKinney, Texas. 

The name Wysong may be familiar to 
those who revel in golf minutiae.  Dr. 
Wysong’s nephew, Dudley Wysong, 
Jr., played the PGA tour in the 1960s, 
winning  the Phoenix Open in ‘66 and 
the Hawaiian Open in ‘67. Wysong
became head golf professional at the 
McKinney Country Club after leaving 
the tour. He died in 1998, age 59.

• Nelson's 66 in the 1937 Masters 
stood as an first round record until 
1976, when Ray Floyd shot 65. Byron 
won with a score of 283, collecting 
$1,500. In 1936, he finished tied 12th

at 298, winning $50.

• Byron was on the job at RCC in 
April 1937 two days after winning 
the Masters. He passed up the 
Charleston Open to get to his new 
post on Perkiomen Avenue. 

• In addition to winning the Masters 
twice (1937 and 1945), Byron was a 
good luck charm for Masters’ 
winners. He played the final round 
with the eventual champions 
Herman Keiser (1946), Claude 
Harmon (1948), Ben Hogan (1953) 
and Cary Middlecoff (1955).

• Bill Reedy, wrote in the Reading 
Eagle on March 5, 1957, that Nelson 
beat out Sam Snead for the RCC 
head professional job in 1937. 
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Byron’s Big Breakout 2
Nelson goes Lower
This is the second chapter of The Golf Chronicles 
look at Byron Nelson’s breakout years at RCC.

This we all know: Sam Snead holds RCC’s 
competitive course record with a 63, fired in the 
first round of the 1949 Reading Open. 

This is recently uncovered: Byron Nelson also shot 
63, albeit in a casual round. Although each carded 
63, Byron did the Slammer one better; his 63 was 
eight under par, while Sammy managed a measly 
seven under. The 12th hole causes the discrepancy: 
Byron played the 460-yard hole as a par 5, Sammy 
as a 4. Snead, to his credit, had no bogies. 

Glimpsing Greatness. Byron’s 63, carded on 
August 24, 1938, bested the record 65 he shared 
with Lighthorse Harry Cooper, who turned the 
trick six weeks previous. 

Playing in high winds, Lord Byron shot a pedestrian 
33 on the outward nine, one under par, with a

three-putt bogey 4 on the 4th hole. Byron’s blazing seven-under-par back nine 30 started 
with three consecutive birdies. He paused for a par on 13, then scored an eagle 3 on the 
15th hole, which he reached with a titanic drive and a majestic 5-iron second shot. He 
completed the trek home with birdies on 15 and 18. Byron’s playing partners were Joe 
Lynch and Mike Smith.

Here are Nelson’s and Snead’s record-setting cards.

Par out 4 4 4  3 5 3  4 3 4—34
Nelson out 4 3 3  4 5 3  4 3 4—33

Par in 4 4 5  4 5 3  4 4 4—37—71
Nelson in 3 3 4  4 3 2  4 4 3—30—63

Par out 4 4 4  3 5 3  4 3 4—34
Snead out 4 4 3  3 4 3  4 2 3—30

Par in 4 4 4  4 5 3  4 4 4—36—70
Snead in 3 4 4  4 4 3  4 4 3—33—63

Another Byron Blowout. On September 13, 1939, Byron shot a record score of 69-68—
137 in the qualifying rounds of the Philadelphia Distinct PGA championship played at 
Llanerch Country Club. Byron’s seven-under-par score won the qualifying medal by four 
strokes over Leo Diegel and Clarence Doser. Only four golfers broke par. His rounds 
included two eagles, eight birdies, three bogies and 12 one-putt greens. He did not 
compete in the match play rounds, choosing to take a few days rest before heading to 
Boston for several exhibition matches. As a Masters and National Open champion, Byron 
was in demand for appearances, with a guaranteed payout that was most likely more than 
winning a sectional tournament, which was no sure thing. 

Burning up Berkleigh. Two days later, Nelson became the first player to break 70 at 
Berkleigh Country Club. According to Reading Eagle sports editor Bill Reedy, (September 
19, 1949) Nelson took up the challenge of Alex Kagen, president of the Berks County Golf 
Associoation, who claimed no one could best 70.

With a $25 bet on the line, Nelson toured the Kutztown layout in 67 strokes, carding two 
birdies, an eagle and a single bogey. The friendly match was played in 1939 during 
Nelson’s final year at RCC. One of his playing companions was Stanley Giles, the RCC 
member who hired Nelson.

This photo of Byron Nelson from the 
Reading Eagle, May 25, 1937, shows 
Nelson in the qualifying round of the 
PGA Championship. Nelson and Paul 
Runyan shot record scores of four 
under par 68 in the first round. Only 
six players broke par on the difficult 
Pittsburgh Field Club links. Nelson won 
the qualifying medal with at 139. He 
lost 2 down to Ky Laffoon in the 
quarter-final round. Byron won $200 
for six rounds of golf.
.
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