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B y 1924 her fame was well-enough established, ena-

bling  Glenna Collett to endorse Elgin watches, be-

coming perhaps the first woman golfer to appear in a 

commercial product ad. The wonder is that she did not 

lose her amateur status, as the United States Golf Associ-

ation was adamant that amateurs should not earn even 

one penny from their golfing activities. Writing in his 

book Vardon to Woods: A Pictorial History of Golfers in 

Advertising (1999, ISBN 1-878843-27-3), Alastair J. John-

ston speculates that Miss Collett may not have been paid 

for the ad, thus averting sanctions.  

This chapter of The Golf Chronicles is part of an on-going 

series on the golfing life of Edith Quier Flippin, Berks Coun-

ty’s premier woman amateur golfer. 

The Rivals of Edith Quier 

A ppreciating Edith Quire’s golfing success requires 

an understanding of her competitors. In the ma-

jor regional, national and international tourna-

ments, she went head-to-head with the players who de-

fined golf’s “Golden Era”— national champions and hall-of

-famers in the making — and pulled off more than a few 

victories. 

Edith and her fellow competitors were more than ri-

vals. They became friends. On July 18, 1929, the Reading 

Times reported that Edith was visiting with Miss Helen 

Hicks in Portland, Maine. This was just days after Miss 

Quier defeated Maureen Orcutt, 4 and 2, for the Griswold 

Cup in Groton, Conn. On August 7, the Times noted that 

Miss Virginia Van Wie, nationally known golfer from Chi-

cago, was Miss Quier’s guest at her 701 Centre Avenue 

home in Reading. Here’s a look at her staunchest rivals.  

 

Glenna Collett Vare, 1903 — 1989 

Here’s what you need to know about Glenna Collett 

Vare. Since 1953, the LPGA has awarded the Vare Trophy 

to the golfer with the year’s lowest 18-hole scoring aver-

age. A player has to do more than just hang around to be 

so honored.  

Mrs. Vare won a record six U.S. amateur titles, a mark 

that will most likely stand the test of time. That’s because 

today’s game is different; the leading amateurs, mostly 

collegiate players, turn professional. Few will have an op-

portunity to win more than one or two titles, much less 

six. The second most amateur wins is five by Joanne 

Gunderson Carner, who turned pro in 1970 at age 31.  

Threepeat. Glenna tied for the most consecutive U.S. 

amateur wins, three, (1928, ’29 and ’30) with Beatrix Hoyt 

(1896, ’97 and ’98); Alexa Stirling (1916, ’19 and ’20; there 

was no tournament in 1917 and ’18); Virginia Van Wie 

(1932, ’33 and ’34); and Julie Inkster (1980. ’81 and ’82). 
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Despite setting a new U.S. Women's Amateur single-

round qualifying scoring record in 1924, Collett lost by a 

fluke in the semifinal round when, on the 19th hole, Mary 

Browne's ball caromed off Glenna’s and into the cup. 

However, that would be her only loss in a year where she 

won an astonishing 59 out of 60 matches, including her 

second consecutive Canadian amateur championship. 

Vive la France. Between 1928 and 1931, she recorded 

16 consecutive tournament victories. She won six North 

and South women's amateur and six women's Eastern am-

ateur championships, and was the runner-up in the 1929 

and 1930 British ladies amateur. She won the 1925 French 

amateur title, 3 and 1, over 17-year-old Mlle. Simone de la 

Chaume, a victory that took some of the sting out of her 4 

and 3 loss to eventual champion Joyce Wethered in the 

third round of the British amateur at Troon, Scotland, 

three weeks prior. 

Miss Collett was a driving force behind the Curtis 

Cup matches that pit American’s best amateurs against a 

team from Great Britain and Ireland. Glenna served as 

playing captain of the first U.S. Curtis Cup team in 1932, 

a role she also fulfilled in ’34, ’36 and ’38. She was non-

playing captain in 1948. After winning 49 champion-

ships, she ended her competitive golf career at the age 

of 56, with a victory at the 1959 Rhode Island Women's 

Golf Association tournament. 

1975, Glenna Collett Vare was among the first induc-

tees into the World Golf Hall of Fame.  

As the old saying goes, she could golf her ball. 

 

Maureen Orcutt, 1907 — 2007 

Maureen Orcutt was described by Time magazine in 

1930 as "broad-shouldered, jut-jawed.” The Washington 

Post in 1927 said she was "tall, blonde, determined -- 

the sort of woman the Vikings would have admired." She 

was widely respected as an athlete, with sports writers 

asserting that she was “almost as good as the men.” She 

endured in the game, playing until the age of 87 when 

knee problems forced her to stop. 

And what player!  

Miss Orcutt won an astounding 65 championships 

spanning seven decades, but, alas, never the U.S. Ama-

teur. Her best finish in the Amateur was second in 1927 

and 1936. In 1928 and 1931 she won the low qualifying 

medal and tied for low medal in 1932. Small consolation, 

but she did win the first United States Golf Association 

senior amateur in 1962 and again in 1968. She compet-

ed regularly in the British amateur and although she 

won the qualifying medal one year, she never advanced 

to the championship match.  

Record setter. Miss Orcutt won the Women's East-

ern Amateur a record seven times. Her first win came in 

1925 and the seventh win in 1949, 24 years later. She 

played on four Curtis Cup teams, winning three and ty-

ing one. She won the Canadian Women's Amateur twice 

and the North and South Women's Amateur at Pinehurst 

Resort in 1931, ’32 and ’33. She returned to Pinehurst Glenna Collett married Edwin H. Vare Jr. in 1931. The cou-

ple had two children.  
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and won the North and South Senior Woman's Amateur 

in 1960, ‘61 and ‘62. 

Ruling the Met. Her ten New York Metropolitan Golf 

Association titles are a record. She won her first Met 

championship in 1926 and her 10th title 42 years later in 

1968 at age 61. Miss Orcutt was a golf writer and was 

the second female sports writer hired by the New York 

Times. The Association Press named her the Player of 

the Century. She was inducted into The Hall of Fame of 

Women's Golf in 1966. 

She married John D. Crews in 1935 and divorced him 

two years later after Crews was embroiled in a real es-

Dorothy Campbell Hurd Howe, 1883 — 1945 

A native of Scotland, Mrs. Hurd was well into her career 

when she competed against Edith Quier. She won her 

first national title in 1905 at the Scottish ladies champi-

onship, which she also won in ’06 and ’08.  

Her first major victory came in 1909 at the British 

ladies championship played at Royal Birkdale. A contro-

versy arose when she forgot to report the result of her 

third round match—which she won on the 11th green—

to the Ladies Golf Union officials who met to discuss 

whether she would be disqualified. She was allowed to 

continue and went on to win. That victory earned her an 

invitation to play in the United States amateur champi-

onship which she won at Merion, Ardmore, Penna., be-

coming the first player to win the British and U.S. cham-

pionships in the same year. She defended her U.S. title 

successfully in 1910 at Homewood Country Club, Floss-

moor, Ill. She won her third U.S. championship in 1924 

at Rhode Island Country Club.  Mrs. Hurd took the 

British title again in 1911 at Royal Portrush in Ireland.  

Moving on. Her visit to the U.S. changed the course 

of her life. She moved to Canada in 1910 and three 

years later moved to the United States permanently and 

became an American citizen. Her other significant wins 

include the Canadian amateur, 1910, ‘11 and ’12, and 

the North and South amateur, 1918, ’20 and ’21.  

In addition to her golfing prowess, Maureen Orcutt was a 

sports writer for the New York Times and  a correspondent 

for Golf Illustrated, a monthly magazine. She often report-

ed on the tournaments in which she played.  

Dorothy Campbell shows her form playing from the sand. 
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She was married to Jack V. Hurd from 1913 to 1923, 

and to Edward Howe from 1937 to 1943.  

Dorothy Campbell died tragically in March 1945 

when she fell into the path of an oncoming train. She 

was inducted into the Canadian Golf Hall of Fame and 

the World Golf Hall of Fame in 1978. 

 

Helen Hicks, 1911— 1974 

Helen Hicks was one of the few rivals of Edith Quier who 

went on to play professionally. Miss Hicks turned pro-

fessional in 1935, signing with the Wilson Sporting 

Goods Company to promote her signature line of golf 

clubs designed for women, becoming one of the first 

women to play professionally. She also signed an agree-

ment to promote her own line of clothing in 1935 and 

was paid to promote Camel cigarettes.  

Am champ. Miss Hicks first tasted success by win-

ning the Metropolitan Women's Golf Association’s Jun-

ior Girls' Championship, launching a successful amateur 

career. Miss Hicks reached the finals of the U.S. Wom-

en’s Amateur twice. She won in 1931, defeating Glenna 

Collett, 3 and 2, at the Country Club of Buffalo. She lost 

the championship match to Virginia Van Wie, 4 and 3, in 

1933 at Exmoor Country Club, Highland Park, Ill. 

Her other wins include the Canadian amateur, 1929; 

the New York state amateur, 1930, ’31 and ’33; The 

Metropolitan amateur, 1931 and ’33; and the Eastern 

amateur, 1931.  

Miss Hicks played on the first Curtis Cup team in 

1932 at Wentworth Golf Club in England. She won her 

Helen Hicks endorsed Camel cigarettes, among other products.  
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fourball match with Virginia 

Van Wie, 2 and 1, over Enid 

Wilson, a three-time British 

amateur champion, and Char-

lotte Watson. She lost her 

singles match to Miss Wilson, 

2 and 1. The U.S. won the 

cup, 5½ to 3½. 

She won two professional 

events, the 1937 Western 

Women’s Open and the 1940 

Titleholders Championship, and, in 1950, was one of the 

13 founders of the Ladies Professional Golf Association. 

From 1938 to 1948, she competed as Helen Hicks 

Harb after marrying Whitney Harb. 
 

Virginia Van Wie, 1909 — 1997 

Virginia Van Wie is one of only five players to win three 

consecutive U.S. amateur championships. Miss Van Wie 

accomplished the feat in 1932, ’33 and ’34. The others 

were Beatrix Hoyt, 1896, ’97 and ’98; Alexa Stirling, 

1916, ’17 and ’20 (no tournament in 1918 and ’10); 

Glenna Collett, 1928, ’29 and ’30; and Juli Simpson Ink-

ster, 1980, ’81 and ’82.  

In 1925 Miss Van Wie emerged as an extraordinary 

golfer. That summer, she won the Western Michigan 

championship and the Western Junior championship 

and defeated several top golfers in other tournaments. 

A Chicago Tribune article from the late 1920s start-

ed, “Miss Virginia Van Wie, who hits a brassie as nearly 

like Bobby Jones as any woman, won the city champion-

ship of the Women's Western Golf Association over the 

north shore course yesterday. 

“Virginia, in white skirt, blue sweater and a perky 

little black hat, was grim determination and played eve-

ry shot for all it was worth.”  

In 1926, Miss Van Wie beat Miss Collett, the U.S. 

amateur champion, for the East Coast Florida champion-

ship and began a string of three Chicago District golf ti-

tles. At the 1928 and 1930 U.S. amateur championships, 

Virginia lost in the finals to Glenna. In the 1929 event at 

Oakland Hills Country Club, Birmingham, Mich., she tied 

Helen Hicks for low qualifying score at 79.  

Miss Van Wie broke through to national fame in 

1932, when she beat Miss Collett, 10 and 8, at Salem 

Country Club, Peabody, Mass. She won her second 

championship in ’33 by defeating Helen Hicks, 4 and 3, 

at Exmoor Country Club, Highland Park, Ill. Virginia cap-

tured her third consecutive win at Whitemarsh Valley 

Country Club, Chestnut Hill, Pa., a 2 and 1 decision over 

Dorothy Traung. 

World’s greatest. After winning her third champion-

ship in 1934, Miss Van Wie earned the Associated Press 

Female Athlete of the Year award and was proclaimed 

the "world's greatest female golfer." 

Miss Van Wie was a member of the American team 

that won the first Curtis Cup played at the Wentworth 

Golf Club in England in 1932. She won her fourball 

match with Helen Hicks over Enid Wilson and Charlotte 

Watson, 2 and 1, and her singles match against Wanda 

Morgan, 2 and 1. In 1934 at Chevy Chase Country Club, 

she and Charlotte Glutting halved their fourball match 

against Pam Barton, who would win the U.S. amateur in 

1936 and the British amateur in ‘36 and ’39, and Molly 

Gourlay. Miss Van Wie defeated Diana Fishwick, the 

1930 British amateur champion, 2 and 1, in singles.   

Miss Van Wie retired 

from competitive golf in 

1935 at the age of 25 

without defending her 

national title. She opened 

an ice cream parlor in 

Florida and after that, she 

was a market researcher 

for a Chicago food compa-

ny. In the mid-1950s, she 

opened a studio in Chica-

go and taught golf for 

more than 30 years. She 

retired in 1975. 

Helen Hicks, from Golf 

Illustrated, March 1928. 

Virginia Van Wie won three 

consecutive U.S.  

amateur titles. 
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Helen Sigel Wilson, 1918 – 2001  

Here’s the best take on the golfing life of Helen Sigel 

Wilson. Jim Finegan, in his book, “A Centennial Tribute 

to Golf in Philadelphia,” needed 22 pages to detail Wil-

son’s rightful place among the legends of the Philadel-

phia golf.   

She won more than 350 titles over six decades of 

play. Her first major victory in a Women’s Golf Associa-

tion of Philadelphia tournament came in 1939 in the 

Farnum Cup, the WPGA’s stroke play championship first 

played in 1903, at Aronimink Golf Club when she defeat-

ed Edith Flippin by a stroke. She won the Farnum Cup a 

record 12 times, her final triumph coming in 1972 when 

she defeated her greatest rival and fellow legend Doro-

thy Porter. Wilson was 54 years of age. 

Her last WGAP victory was the senior championship 

in 1981.  

Mrs. Wilson won five Pennsylvania State Women’s 

Golf Association titles; two Women’s Eastern Amateur 

crowns; the Western Amateur and was twice runner-up 

in the U.S. Women’s Amateur Championship. She set an 

amateur record low score of 296 and finished 5th in the 

1965 U.S Open at Atlantic City Country Club, finishing 

three strokes behind Carol Mann. 

She represented the United States in the Curtis Cup 

matches in 1950 and 1966 and was the non-playing cap-

tain in 1978. 

Eyes Shut. Mrs. Wilson was known for her ability to 

strike a ball. She was typically longer than most foes she 

encountered. Putting was her weakness. She won her 

record 12th WGAP match play championship in 1972 

putting with her eyes closed after a suggestion from Joe 

Data, assistant pro at Philadelphia Country Club. Closing 

the eyes supposedly relieves some of the tension associ-

ated with the putting. She holed a five-and-a-half footer 

to clinch the match. 

She was also a noted restauranteur, opening Helen 

Sigel's at 1523 Walnut St., Philadelphia, in 1950, which 

became Helen Sigel Wilson's when she married Charlie 

Wilson. After closing Helen Sigel Wilson's in the early 

1970s, the couple opened L'Auberge in Wayne, Pa. 

Her golfing career is commemorated with the annu-

al Helen Sigel Wilson Junior Invitational tournament at 

Philadelphia Country Club. 

This grainy newspaper photo shows 

the victorious 1950 United States Cur-

tis Cup team. The U.S. team defeated 

Great Britain and Ireland, 7½ to 1½ at 

the Country Club of Buffalo. Glenna 

Collett Vare, team captain, accepts 

the trophy from James Standish, presi-

dent of the U.S.G.A. The players, first 

row from the left: Mrs. Mark Porter, 

Polly Riley and Peggy Kirk. Second row 

from the left: Dot Kielty, Helen Sigel, 

Beverly Hanson, Grace Lenczyk and 

Dot Kirby. Standing behind the team is 

Margaret Curtis, who, with her sister 

Harriot, donated the cup. Margaret 

won the U.S. amateur in 1907, ‘11 and 

‘12. Harriot won in 1906. 
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Dorothy Germain Porter, 1924 – 2021    
Dorothy Germain enjoyed a storied career in golf 

that spanned six decades. In the early 1940s, she won a 

number of Philadelphia junior and amateur golf champi-

onships, and in 1946 she captured the first of her three 

Pennsylvania women's amateur titles. She also won the 

state title in 1952 and ’55. She was the Western ama-

teur champion in 1943, 1944, and 1967 and captured 

the Philadelphia amateur in 1946, ’56, ’59, ’63, ’69, ‘70, 

’73, ’83 and ‘92. 

As Dorothy Germain, she played in her first U.S. am-

ateur championship in 1941, losing to Helen Sigel in the 

third round. She won the title in 1949, defeating Dot 

Kielty, 3 and 1, at Merion Golf Club, Ardmore, Pa. Porter 

was a member of the U.S. team that won the 1950 Cur-

tis Cup and captained the 1966 team to victory. In 1977, 

she became the first Women's amateur champion to 

win the U.S. Senior women's amateur. She went on to 

win the senior title again in 1980, ‘81 and ‘83.  

In Good Company. Upon her death in 2012, the 

U.S.G.A. honored Mrs. Porter with the following tribute. 

While Mrs. Porter won numerous championships, 

she was perhaps most proud of a statement made by 

four-time U.S. Women’s Open champion Mickey Wright. 

When Wright was interviewed by Golf Magazine in the 

1980s, she was asked to name the three golfers with 

whom she most enjoyed playing. Wright named Ben 

Hogan, Louise Suggs, and for sportsmanship and grace, 

Dorothy Germain Porter. 

Upon learning of Porter’s death, Wright said, “Dot 

was an outstanding human being who had a warmth of 

personality and generosity of spirit unlike anyone else I 

ever met in golf. I'll miss her.” 

In 1951, when Wright was a junior golfer, she had 

been defeated by Porter in the Women’s Western Ama-

teur. Years later, Wright recalled that day. 

“I think it was the first or second round, and she 

whipped me real good. But I learned more from her that 

day about how to be gracious on the golf course, how to 

be nice to a young kid from nowhere. She took the time 

to be nice, took the time to talk and always had a smile 

on her face whether she won or lost the hole or hit a 

good or bad shot. It was just very special, and I tried to 

pattern my life as a golfer after the way she treated me 

that day.” 

Dorothy Germain Porter shows the U.S. amateur trophy to 

her daughter, Nancy, in 1949. Nancy went on to become a 

top player in her own right, winning the Philadelphia ama-

teur championship several times.  
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