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This Game Called Golf – 1939 Style

Golf was a growing sport in 1939, in the country and in Berks County. The 
exploits of players such as Byron Nelson, Walter Hagan and Gene Sarazen were 
featured regularly on the sports pages. Nelson’s tenure as head golf professional 
at Reading Country Club also threw the national spotlight on Berks County, 
especially when he won the 1937 Masters and the 1939 National Open. 

The local golfers also made headlines. The Reading Eagle followed the career of 
Miss Edith Quier, a nationally ranked amateur who competed in tournaments 
across the country against golf legends such as Glenna Collett Vare, namesake of 
the Vare Trophy awarded to the player with the lowest scoring average on the 
LPGA tour, and Maureen Orcutt Crews. Among the county’s premiere sports 
events were the Berks Amateur (established in 1929) and the Berks Publinx (first 
played in 1931) golf championships, and the Central Pennsylvania Open, a 
professional event played at Reading Country Club. At the high school level, a 
youngster named Johnny Markel was not only winning the state championship 
in 1939, he also won the Berks Am in 1938 at age 16, still the youngest winner, 
and went on to take six more championships (1940-’41-’47-’53-’54 and ‘60).

Such was the interest in the sport that the Reading Eagle published a golf 
column, “From Tee to Green by Dan Divot”, and Bill Reedy, the sports editor, 
devoted many column inches to the people who populated the links. Mr. Divot’s 
writing style was a close match for Mr. Reedy’s. Just sayin’. 

To kick off the 1939 season, the Eagle ran a series of articles under the heading 
“This Game Called Golf – And What Berks Countians Think of It”. The articles 
appeared under the by-line of Eagle staff writer Matthew P. Romanski, and 
profiled the county’s golf courses. 

Each article was proceeded by the following editor’s note: This is the first [or 
second, third, and so on] in a series about Berks County’s seven golf courses, and 
the hobby in which is invested more money than any other sport. We’re going to 
tell you a thing or two about the time golf in Reading was known as an old man’s 
game, when golf clubs were called shinny sticks, and when you had to run a 
gauntlet of jeers if you were seen on the street in a pair of knickers. Today former 
golf widows are tagging along to the links and junior keeps a golf ball in his 
pocket as company for his marbles, top and fishing book. 

Knickers are gone from the scene, mostly, and many calendar pages have turned 
since junior last carried his marbles, top and fishing book in his pocket. But golf 
balls? Let’s hope all the juniors and their sisters keep picking up the game. 

The first article, published on April 9, focused on RCC and Byron Nelson. On the 
following Sundays, the Eagle printed articles that highlighted Berkshire Country 
Club, Berkleigh Country Club, Galen Hall Golf Club, the now-defunct Riverside 
Golf Club, Manor Golf Club and Rich Maiden Golf Club. Berkleigh, then a nine-
holer, was set to re-open that spring following a fire that razed the clubhouse. 
Rich-Maiden was also a nine-hole layout.    

In this and subsequent issues of The Golf Chronicles, we’ll look at the Reading 
Eagle’s articles and find out what was happening on the Berks County golf scene 
in 1939. The text is a bit fuzzy, which is what you get with micro-filmed copies of 
ole newspapers.

We’ll begin at the beginning with the Reading Country Club article on the 
following page.
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The Scribe

Matthew P. Romanski was on 
the editorial staff of the 
Reading Eagle for 50 years. He 
was Sunday women’s page 
editor when he retired in 
1976. He continued as a 
contributor, with his articles 
and photos appearing into the 
mid-1980s. His photos were 
also published in national 
magazines such as Life.

Romanski immigrated to the 
United States from Poland in 
1912 at age nine months, 
arriving at Ellis Island with his 
mother, brother and sister. His 
father, who was already in the 
country earning money to 
bring his family to the U.S., 
was on hand to greet them. 

Matthew Romanski died on 
November 13, 1983, at age 72 
and is buried at Gethsemane 
Cemetery, Laureldale

In this photo from the Reading 
Eagle, April 9, 1939, Byron Nelson 
gives a lesson to 11-year-old Buddy 
Lutz at Reading Country Club. 
Nelson would win the National 
Open later that year. Lutz would go 
on to a storied career in Berks 
County golf, winning the Berks Am 
four times (1948-’49-’51 and ‘63). 
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